
Career Comparison Table – Let’s make a strategic and satisfying decision about your career path and post-secondary education plan! 

MAKING COMPARISONS is the way most people make informed decisions and increase their chances of achieving their goals – sooner, cheaper, more fully, etc. Tables and spreadsheets are frequently used 
to assist in this process. This table guides you to use labor market information (LMI), which can help you generate a career plan as well as a more informed and strategic career decision.  

LMI RESEARCH TOOL:  MassCIS (masscis.intocareers.org) is a free online career exploration and management tool for MA residents where all of the information needed for this table (and more) can be 
found. After signing into your school account or as a MA resident, sign up for a ‘My Portfolio’ account. Then you will have access to more features and have the ability to save any useful information you find 
when exploring occupations and post-high-school education options on this site.  Also, you can upload an electronic version of this document into the ‘Favorites’ section of your MassCIS Portfolio’. 

DIRECTIONS:  Review the example in row one and erase it, if you like. Use MassCIS (or another online tool) to find information about occupations you are interested in for each of the columns in the table.   
Make notes about questions, concerns and gaps of information for each occupation in the last column. (These are action items that can be added to a career plan and followed up on to better inform yourself 
about a career direction.) Feel free to change font color, highlight information, or modify this tool to make the research process and information gathered as useful to you as possible.  

PROCESS SUGGESTIONS:  LMI research, getting to know ourselves, and learning about the world of work is not a one-time exercise. It is an evolutionary process. Therefore, this tool will serve you best if you 
review and revise past research that you documented on this page frequently.  Sometimes research leads to more questions. That’s a good thing! Better to go after the answers now than waste a lot of 
effort, time, and money to find out the same thing later. Also, add as many careers to this table as you need to – until you have found a viable career path, which matches up best with your interests and 
strengths. You deserve the time it takes to get clear, confident and excited about your career pathway and plan. 
 

KEY:      FH = Franklin & Hampshire County Ppl = People     Avg = Average           Red Font = Examples of information gathered that prompted more questions / action steps. (See last column.) 
 

NAME OF 
OCCUPATION 

AVERAGE 
WAGE 

SIZE of 
OCCUPATION 

JOB 
GROWTH 

ANNUAL 
OPENINGS  

H.S. 
DIPLOMA 
NEEDED 

TYPE of EDUCATION 
&/or TRAINING 

NEEDED after high 
school 

HOW MANY 
YEARS of 
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after high school  

COST of 
EDUCATION after 

HIGH SCHOOL 

CERTIFICATIONS & 
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MY INTERESTS 
ENGAGED by THIS 

CAREER PATH 

MY CURRENT 
SKILLS & 

STRENGTHS that 
APPLY to this 

CAREER 

QUESTIONS or CONCERNS 
REMAINING (Add steps to career 

plan.) 

Example: 
Medical 
Assistant 

$38,010 
avg. in 
MA (FH = 
unknown) 

Very Large in 
MA (16,275 
ppl) & 
Medium in 
FH (225 ppl) 

Very fast 
in FH 
(18.2%) 
and MA 
(14.8%)  

Medium in 
FH (225) &  
very High in 
MA (580)   

YES Complete a 
medical assisting 
training or 
Associate Degree 
(example: HCC)  

2 years or 
less 

??? “Not required in 
most states. 
Varies by state.” 
(Certification is 
preferred by 
employers.) 

- Predictable & 
repetitive daily 
tasks 
- Helping people 
- Hands-on 

- Detail-
oriented & 
precise 
- Analytical  
- Problem solver 

- How much do they make in FH?  
- Look up HCC med. asst. training. 
(How much money? How long?) 
- Are there other trainings in the 
region? Better or worse for me? 
- What are the MA requirements? 

             

             

This table continues on page 2. 
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PROCESS SUGGESTIONS CONTINUED:  After you have researched occupations you are currently interested in, compare the LMI you gathered with what you know about yourself, your work/life experiences, 
and what you have learned from talking with and observing professionals/adults in the work world. Also, share your research and observations about what could be a fit for you with adults you trust, so you 
can get and consider their feedback.  

Exploring ‘Programs of Study’ (aka. what you will have to learn to get a degree, license, &/or certification can also be enlightening).  If most of it does not look interesting to you, that suggests that it is worth 
looking into other occupations and the education tracks you will have to follow to get a job in a given field. 

Additionally, it can be really good to know what kind of entry-level job you will qualify for after graduating from high school and acquiring a degree, license, and/or certification.  You can compare that LMI 
too, if you want to really map out a plan of how to get from here to your dream job. 

Created by Shannon Doran, School to Career Coordinator for the Franklin Hampshire Regional Employment Board, 2018.  For an electronic copy, go to www.fhyouth.org. 


